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50% of all Internet
users possess a

broadband connection

Wi-Fi 4 speed
reaches 600 Mbps

4G released, improving mobile
Internet speeds to 15 Mbps 2012
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1997

CommScope founded

10 Mbps: the first iteration of
classic Ethernet released

1983

1993Tim Berners-Lee builds
the first webpage

100 Mbps Fast
Ethernet introduced

Wi-Fi 1 has a
speed of 2 Mbps

1 Gbps and fibre optic cable launched

Wi-Fi 2 reaches speeds of 11 Mbps

3G technology enables mobile users to do
more than just call or send text messages

Wi-Fi 3 has speed of 54 Mbps

RUCKUS BeamFlex IP technology released

Wi-Fi 5 speed reaches 6.8 Gbps

Facebook Live rolled out for users

Global average Wi-Fi
speed rises to 58.9 Mbps

Global average Wi-Fi speed
expected to reach 91.6 Mbps

Share of fast fixed broadband subscriptions
in UK expected to reach 94.6%

Brocade Communications 
Systems and Arris founded

Foundry Networks founded

Foundry Networks is first company to build
1G Gigabit Ethernet Switch for layer 3 switch

Foundry Networks builds 10G Gigabit 
Ethernet Switch and layer 4–7 switch

RUCKUS Networks founded

PCCW becomes first company to 
o�er complete wireless multimedia 
solution using RUCKUS

RUCKUS licenses BeamFlex technology to 
NETGEAR for RangeMax product line

Brocade launches first 40G modular switch

Brocade acquires RUCKUS 
and Foundry Networks

Arris releases first 100 G switch to closet

Arris acquires RUCKUS and Brocade

First open G/LTE access point by RUCKUS

RUCKUS Networks R750 is the world’s 
first Wi-Fi Certified 6 access point

CommScope acquires RUCKUS and Arris

Live streaming events increase by 
300% between May and August

1990

1980

The Evolution of Wi-Fi and Switches
A long history of innovation with RUCKUS

Click here to find out how Purdicom can help keep you connected

Sources: CommScope, RUCKUS, searchnetworking.com, wowza.com, plus.net, Quartz, cablefree.net, backlinko.com, 
ispreview.co.uk, Ofcom, O�cial Charts Company, Cisco Systems, Statista

2004–2010: Social media sites 
such as Facebook, YouTube, Twitter 
and Instagram are launched.
By 2020 there are >3.96 billion 
social media users worldwide!

8 million viewers livestream 
Felix Baumgartner's skydive on 
YouTube Live in October 2012

35% of gaming tra�c is from Xbox 
users in 2013 - a year gaming 
bandwidth increased by 50%

At 10 Gbps, Wi-Fi CERTIFIED 6 
increases client device speeds 
by nearly 4x that of Wi-Fi 5

5G wireless networks 
promise download speeds 
of 1 GB per second!

2016 sees 44.9 billion audio 
streams in the UK. A 65% 
increase since 2012.

A connection speed 
of just 56 Kbps 
meant downloading 
1 GB of data could 
take 3.5 days!

RUCKUS BeamFlex can deliver 
up to 6 dB of additional gain as 
seen by the user's device. That's 
a signal that is 4x stronger than 
an omni-directional antenna.

In 2019, the share of Netflix 
videos reliably delivered via 
HD over cable connections 
up to 50 Mbit/s is 1% as 
opposed to 99% via UHD.

Powering the future with wireless

52% of UK adults follow 
coverage of the 2012 London 
Olympics online on any device. 
48% of 25–34-year-olds use a 
mobile phone to keep up to date 
with the Games.

During the 2008 Beijing Olympics, UK 
viewers watch 50 million online video 
streams using 55.8 terabytes of data!

G.Fast launched across 
UK with speeds of over 
300 Mbps. Considerably 
faster than broadband.

The average US smartphone user 
gets through 8 GB of data a month. 
Ericsson predicts this figure could 
rise to 200 GB by 2025!
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